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The Pond Project 

Admittedly the ñpondò 

project has gone through 

several revisions. As of 

last fall, the deep pond 

was modified to a wet-

lands biome more in 

keeping with the what 

geography offers. A natu-

ral spring feeds this low 

spot just east of the ball 

field. Last October volun-

teers seeded the slopes 

with native wildflowers 

purchased from Tippe-

canoe Soil & Water 

Agency with the idea to 

recreate the prairie that 

once existed here. Hope 

comes in the Spring 

when the wildflowers will 

germinate and cover the 

banks, preventing ero-

sion and attracting wild-

life. Plans call for a 

paved walking path 

around the pond.  

Park Clean up Day 

The spring season of-

fers a lot of opportuni-

ties to help beautify our 

community, especially 

in our townôs park.  

The community clean 

up day has been estab-

lished as Saturday, 

April 22nd from 9:00 

a.m. to noon. Volun-

teers are asked to bring  

a good pair of gloves. 

Also, if possible, bring 

gardening tools like leaf 

and garden rakes, and/

or a wheelbarrow.  

Park staff will be on site 

to direct activities like 

spreading mulch, pull-

ing weeds, picking up 

sticks and branches. In 

general, clean up the 

grounds to be ready for 

spring, summer, and 

fall activities.  

The Parks Department 

welcomes students or 

organizations look-

ing for a community 

service project.  

Ball Diamond 

To date one team has 

reserved the baseball 

field for practice. There 

is room for many more.  

The Parks Department 

is asking for residentôs 

help in getting the 

word out that this great 

facility is open and 

available. It does not 

have to be baseball. It 

could be soccer or any 

sport that fits on the 

field.  

Interested parties 

should contact David 

Downey at 765-714-

8373. 
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Shadeland Fire 
Department 
reports that the 
last founding 
member, Harold 
Williams, 
passed away 
this winter. Our 
condolences to 
his family. 
 
The department 
is still looking 
for people 
willing to join 
the department. 
Chief Allen Bol 
welcomes local 
residents 
interested in 
serving the 
community.  
Call the station 
at 765-474-
3710. 

Union Township was founded in 1871 

from sections of Randolf, Jackson, and 

Wayne townships. Several one room 

school houses were constructed at vari-

ous locations. Tippecanoe  Co. Historical 

Association records indicate one such 

school named Hickory Grove was at the 

corner of 500 S. and 150 W.  (Sec. 14) 

also with a church and cemetery. Today, 

only the cemetery remains.  

 

By the turn of the century, township trus-

tees saw the need for a high school of 

our own. Around 1911 local resident and 

farmer Jasper Stidham donated three 

acres at the corner of 250 W. and 450 S. 

and the Union Township School was con-

structed for $20,000.  

 

This little tract of land would be dedicated 

to the education of Union Township stu-

dents for nearly 100 years.   

Sadly, the original school 

burned to the ground in the 

early 1940s but as described 

in the previous issue of this 

newsletter, trustees quickly 

built a new, state-of-the art 

school building. This building 

served the community as a 

high school, junior high 

school, and community center until it was razed in 2012.  

 

In 1958 Shadeland schools consolidated with four other townships to 

become the Southwestern School District. Together they built the 

original Southwestern High School on 800 S.  

 

1962 saw the county-wide consolidation and founding of the Tippe-

canoe School Corporation. Southwestern served as a high school 

until 1975 when McCutcheon High School opened. The Southwestern 

school building was razed in 1982 replaced by the building which 

stands there today. In all a solid educational tradition.  

SHADELAND SCHOOL HISTORY 

SPRING CLEAN UP CAUTIONS 

Burning 

Spring yard clean up time 

is here and our Shadeland 

firefighters continue to ask 

you to use great care and 

caution if you decide to 

burn winter deadfall sticks 

and limbs.  

The gusty winds of spring 

and dry thatch unseen 

under the new green grass 

make it a challenge to burn 

safely. Always have ade-

quate firefighting equip-

ment in arms reach: a 

charged water hose, buck-

ets of water, fire extin-

guishers, and/or shovels.  

Residential open burning is 

allowed for: leaves, brush, 

paper, and clean wood 

waste in a burn barrel at a 

private residence. (No burn-

ing of any kind is allowed in 

high density  locations like 

apartment complexes or 

mobile home parks.) 

Burn only in daylight hours 

and attend to your fire at all 

times.  

Itôs recommended to use a 

container like a vented burn 

barrel.  

The Fire Department will 

extinguish any fire that 

does not abide by these 

rules.  

Mowing & Trimming 

Additionally our road crew 

asks for your cooperation 

on a couple issues. Please 

do not discharge grass clip-

ping or mulched leaves 

onto the road when mowing 

ditches. It presents a haz-

ard to bikers.  

Also, keep tree limbs 

trimmed back at least two 

feet from the white line of 

the road. Your carôs paint 

job will thank you.  



 

Shadelandôs parks are directed by a committee made up of resident/citizens who 

meet monthly on the 3rd Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. at the fire station. The next meeting 

will be April 18th.  

The committee is currently looking for additional members, especially someone 

who has interest and/or experience writing grant proposals. Some project ideas 

floated so far are for a splash pad or even a zip line.   

SHADELAND TOWN COUNCIL 2023 
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Char Brown announces crafting 

days will continue at the Shadeland 

Fire Department meeting room. 

Bring your favorite craft to work on 

and join in community with other 

residents. Not into crafting? Bring a 

cup of coffee and hang out. 

Saturdays:  

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

April 15, May 20, June 17 

President: Mike Kuipers, First V.P.: Tim Balensiefer, Second V.P.:Robert Mor-

rison, Jr. The balance of the council include: Josh Shives, David Downey, Pam 

Luenz and Dave Vanderkleed. Town Clerk: Char Brown.  

The council designates committees to handle the specific needs of the town: 

Fire, Parks, Roads, Planning and Redevelopment. At the January meeting the 

council appointed committee chairs plus some resident members. To see the 

list of members appointed visit the Town of Shadeland website where you will 

find the minutes of each monthly meeting and much more. The council meets 

at the fire station meeting room the second Tuesday of each month, 7:00 p.m. 

https://shadeland.in.gov/about/ 

 

More Parks Department News & Needs 

Pickleball is the fastest growing sport in America especially among senior citizens. 

Played with a partner like tennis doubles on a smaller court makes the game playa-

ble and fun even for folks with limited mobility. If you can play ping pong, itôs likely 

youôll have the skills to play Pickleball. Using a light weight Whiffle-type ball and a 

solid paddle players bat the ball back and forth. When the serving team causes 

their opponent to miss, a point is scored. Play ends at the first team to score 11.  

Shadeland parks offers two Pickleball courts outlined on the basketball court (first 

come, first to claim). At this time you must bring your own portable net though the 

park personnel are working on a providing some in the near future.  

Reserve the Shelter.  The shelter at the Shadeland Park is a great location for 

your family functions. Itôs clean, airy, and has electricity.  With a playground adja-

cent, itôs perfect for childrenôs birthday parties, family reunion picnics, baby show-

ers , and so on.  

Reserving the shelter is as easy as printing your name. The white-board calendar 

is established at the beginning of the month. On the honor system, use the special 

marker provided and print your name on the desired date to reserve a two hour 

block.   

CRAFTING DAYS 
 



Phone: 765-477-0116 

Fax: 765-477-0927 

E-mail: 

shadelandtownhall@gmail.com  

By now most residents have noticed the structure of the new Shadeland Town Hall has 

continued to rise on schedule right through the winter months. The completion date of 

this fall of ô23 should be met. The rendering above is looking south from the corner of 

Highway 25 and county road 250 W.  

There will be ample paved parking for anticipated heavy use as a place for our commu-

nity to come together. The main entrance just left of center will lead to the office of the 

Town Clerk on the right and foyer beyond which will hold display cases we anticipate 

will contain some memorabilia for our town. Behind the display case wall is a large 

community room. This is where the town council and various subcommittees will meet.  

The space will also be available to the residents and public for event rentals. With a 

warming kitchen on the side, it will be the perfect venue for family reunions, wedding 

receptions, and crafting groups, to name just a few examples.  

After completion the Town Council will announce a date for an open house to introduce 

this great new facility. Shortly after, a reservation system of the meeting room will be 

established.  

The current fire station will serve as storage for Shadeland Street Department equip-

ment. Township Trustee Jo Ritchie will move in to the office that is currently occupied 

by the Town Clerk.   

A subcommittee of the town council has been tasked with  planning the details and 

oversight. The Shadeland Town Council wants the citizens to know this project did not 

increase your property tax and has been completely paid for through budgeted savings 

and a loan.  

Shadeland 

A Great Place to Live 

Weôre on the Web: 

 www.facebook.com/

Shadeland.in 

https://shadeland.in.gov/

about/ 

¢ƻǿƴ Iŀƭƭ /ƻƳƛƴƎ !ƭƻƴƎ  

3209 S 250 W 

Lafayette, IN  47909 

The photo to the left is an architectural 

rendering of the sign design chosen by 

the subcommittee that will be con-

structed on the corner of Highway 25 

and road 250 W.  

It is a classy introduction to our town 

and the new Town Hall and fire station.  


